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The Presidents' Column
By MARY C. GlLDEA, C. P. A.

BY GRACE A. DIMMER, C. P. A.

During the past two years, with our
country at war, the demands for and upon
women accountants have grown. It has
given us an opportunity to prove that
women can be, and are, good accountants.
But the opportunity brings with it a chal
lenge and a test. The way in which we,
as women in the accounting profession,
meet that challenge and test will largely
determine our place in accounting in the
post-war world.

The annual convention of the American
Women’s Society of Certified Public Ac
countants and the American Society of
Women Accountants had to be omitted this
year due to War Time restriction but we
hope that by this time next year that these
restrictions will be removed and our con
vention will be held as usual.

The challenge, however, extends not only
to women but to the whole accounting pro
fession. Renegotiation and termination of
war contracts has brought about increased
appreciation of the knowledge of costs;
high taxes have made us aware of the ne
cessity of thorough training in tax laws.

To win this war is, and must be, our
prime consideration. All business effort
must be judged in that light. However,
war production brings many problems
which are different from the problems of
peace-time industry. It is our work, as ac
countants, to help businessmen solve these
problems. And when we have won the war
there will be the many problems of recon
version, of new methods, of new markets,
of new products. By the advice and data
furnished businessmen, accountants can
solve all these problems. It will mean con
stant work, constant study, constant aware
ness of changes. It will also mean the
ability to make changes in our own meth
ods, even in our own opinions, if the
changes are advisable and necessary.
Women accountants—you must meet the
challenge!

For the duration while we cannot meet in
convention we should not become isolated
in our thoughts and actions, but should en
deavor to think in National Terms. Our
Societies have made much progress nation
ally and we now have nine chapters and
hope to add many more in the near future.
At our annual convention the various
chapters through their contact with others
developed plans and enthusiasm for the fu
ture which will be greatly missed this year,
as well as the association with other mem
bers.
To promote “National Thinking”, Hazel
Skog of Spokane, Washington, suggested
that we designate the week of October 25th
to 31st as “Convention Week”.
It is
planned to hold meetings of the various
chapters during that week and the speak
ers at the chapter meetings will address the
members on “Post War Opportunities for
Women”. Reports from the National Com
mittees will be read and messages delivered
from the National Officers. In short, the
National Meetings will be held in your own
Chapter.
★

★

★

That person is most cultivated who is
able to put himself in the place of the
greatest number of persons.
—Jane Adams

